Hope: a concept for home care nursing.
Hope is an important concept to nursing. It is a powerful human response seen in every age group, across all demographic lines, and within all health care settings. Hope is a component of virtually every nurse-patient relationship developed in every field of nursing. Nowhere is the significance of hope more visible than in the home care setting. Whether it is a hospice visit or a postpartum follow-up visit with a new mother and infant, the home care nurse instinctively searches for evidence of hope in the patient and his or her support system. Hope has long been recognized by nurses as not only valuable but also essential to health.